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JERRY ENGLEHART JR./HERALD

Sandy and Don Drake, founders of the Lee Eric Drake Foundation, sit at the piano where their late son Lee Eric Drake, who took his own life in 2005, would create music as an outlet. Eric Drake
had his own key to the sanctuary and his own routine of entering through the baptismal pool and over the glass divider.

'The very depth of low'
Family, friends of WKU graduate build foundation after son's suicide
By EMILY PATTON
diversions@wkuherald.com

Six years after her son’s death,
Sandy Drake said what may hurt
the most is that her son’s suicide
was “absolutely preventable.”
“All of the pain Eric was feeling, he isn’t feeling it now, but
we are,” Sandy said. “We don’t
have Christmas anymore. We
used to have big Thanksgivings.
Now, I don’t want any birthday presents. I’m fine if no one
wishes me a happy birthday.
“I don’t even want to hear it,

because it isn’t happy anymore.”
Drake received a call from her
son, Lee Eric Drake, around 1 p.m.
on Feb. 3, 2005.
The 24-year-old called to tell
both his mother and father he
loved them just before he took
a gun to his head and pulled the
trigger in the kitchen of his parents’ home.
Eric was a 2004 WKU graduate, former Big Red, Pike fraternity member and talented musician before he took his own
life after suffering from severe
depression less than a year after

graduating.
Six years later, his suicide still
haunts the Drake family every day.
“This is the kind of thing that
shakes every bit of your foundation — every bit of who you are,”
Sandy said. “This never ends. Your
body goes through so many emotions you didn’t even know you
had. It starts in your head and goes
through the bottom of your feet. It
is the depth of the low. The very
depth of low.”
His funeral, which was held on
Super Bowl Sunday in 2005, was
attended by hundreds of people

Eric had known during his life.
Friends, former teachers, even
employees of stores where Eric
had shopped wrote letters to Sandy, her husband, Don, and their
oldest son, Ben, telling the family what an impact he had made in
their lives.
On the night of his funeral, seven
of Eric’s friends created a foundation
in his name to spread information
to others that they lacked until they
sought answers after his suicide.
SEE DRAKE, PAGE 6

State undergrad Two former football
enrollment
players form band
remains static
By LAUREN ARNOLD

diversions@wkuherald.com

By KATHERINE WADE
news@wkuherald.com

President Gary Ransdell is planning to get WKU more involved with
local high schools in hopes of improving enrollment and retention rates.
Enrollment figures remained fairly static last year at Kentucky’s
public colleges and universities, according to a report released by the
Council on Postsecondary Education last week, with the exception being Morehead State University.
Morehead was the only university to show significant growth, with
an 18 percent increase in undergraduate enrollment last year.
In an interview with the Lexington Herald-Leader, Morehead president Wayne Andrews attributed the growth to “better connecting with
the Eastern Kentucky school’s service area and the high school students
there.”
WKU’s undergraduate enrollment experienced a zero percent change
from 2010 to 2011.
The University of Louisville also had a zero percent change, and the
University of Kentucky and Murray State University remained stable
having a 2 percent or less change.
SEE STATIC, PAGE 2
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CONTACT:

Injuries may have ended their football careers at
WKU, but Chris McConnell
and Jamison Link haven’t
skipped a beat in finding new
roles.
McConnell and Link,
who go by the stage names
Big Sash and Jamo, make
up 17 Entertainment, a rap
group from Nashville that
McConnell described as
“new-age hip-hop.”
McConnell was a former
tackle for the Toppers, while
Link played wide receiver.
They began playing music together after arriving at WKU
in 2004 and were roommates
from 2006 to 2010.
“We became friends,
and we realized that pret-

@wkuherald
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ABBY O’BRYAN/HERALD

Former WKU football players Jamison Link and Chris McConnell are
the faces of 17 Entertainment, a rap group they started after neck
injuries ended their careers on the ﬁeld.

ty much every CD he had
burned and I had burned
had the same songs on

facebook.com/wkuherald
MON. 74˚/ 48˚

them,” McConnell said.
SEE BAND, PAGE 7
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an old, retro bus and had that keeping a checklist is a
freshmen paint various good idea.
political statements on
“You need a list of
it,” Goodman said. “It everything you need, evhad a sort of throwback erything that could haptheme.”
pen,” he said. “You can
The inside of the bus, get caught up in the bigshe said, contained a small ger idea, but you need to
set of archives from the be able to go back for the
Kentucky Museum.
details.”
“It was like a traveling
Fort Wayne, Ind., junior
display of voting from the Kelsey Harris is hoping to
past,” she said.
enter into this fast-paced
Being
an
event planner
is well-suited
for Goodman.
She has always
liked marketing and working with people.
Even
when
there is a glitch
Each Friday, the Herald brings you
in the event, she
said everyone a proﬁle inspired by a letter of the
comes together
alphabet.
to make the
event work.
career of event planning.
“You need to be able to
Harris said she changed
stay calm under pressure her major when she heard
and to react with a smile on event planning was offered
your face,” she said.
and so far she loves the
Goodman said that program.
whenever something goes
Harris said she has
wrong there is a lot of learned a lot in her classes
shifting behind the scenes. so far and that the program
When that happens, the has allowed her to meet
balance between rushing many different people and
around and staying calm to hear about various job
must be found.
opportunities.
“You never want your
“I’d like to work for a
guests to know you’re pan- wedding planning comicked,” she said. “Always pany and then eventually
smile.”
own my own,” she said. “It
Staying organized is an- would definitely be interother skill that Goodman esting.”
said an event planner must
Goodman agreed that
posses.
the job is exciting, saying,
“You must be detail- “Every day is totally diforiented and super inquisi- ferent, and you definitely
tive,” she said. “You need never get bored.”
to ask the client the right
An event planner should
questions.”
be comfortable workBryant Blodgett, an event ing behind the scenes and
coordinator and Goodman’s needs to be gratified by the
coworker, agreed that an small details coming toevent planner needs to be gether for the big picture,
prepared.
Goodman said.
“The biggest thing I’ve
But her greatest satislearned is that organization faction comes from the
is huge,” he said.
clients.
Because they are always
“If the people are happy,”
on the move, Blodgett said she said, “we are happy.”

WKU

AtoZ

LUKE SHARRETT/HERALD

Rachel Goodman laughs while double-checking preparations for a luncheon in advance of a campus award ceremony for the
environmental education department outside Ransdell Hall on Tuesday. Goodman, the assistant director of Campus and
Community Events, has been planning events on and around WKU’s campus for the past eleven years.

E
By NATALIE WEST
diversions@wkuherald.com

If you have ever participated in hip-hop cardio
in the Preston Center, then
chances are you’ve seen
Rachel Goodman.
Goodman used to instruct the cardio classes
but is more widely known
for her 11 years of work
as the assistant director of
Campus and Community
Events at WKU, where
she organizes many of the
events that students regu-

is for event planner
Employees 'making it happen' at WKU
larly attend.
Goodman said she and
her coworkers deal with
all events from speakers
to luncheons to concerts
to camps — and even
weddings.
“Brides are a unique
market. Some don’t know
what they want and some
do,” she said. “But you
have to stay a step ahead of
them.”
Because of the highpaced nature of her work,
Goodman said that she constantly needs to stay ahead

because she is always busy
and working with many
different people.
“Every department that
is having an event has
needs,” she said. “We help
think through the odds and
ends of an event.”
Goodman and the planning staff are constantly finding venues, supplying chairs
and tables or even working
with lighting to ensure that
the event runs smoothly.
Goodman said the
team’s motto is, no matter
what, “We make it hap-

pen.”
Though
Goodman
has worked on events involving celebrities such
as Willie Nelson or Ron
White, she said her favorite event that the team
coordinated occurred in
2008 preceding the presidential election.
In collaboration with
the communication and political science departments,
the planning staff decided
to promote voting among
the students.
“We found and bought

STATIC
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

Ransdell said he believes that
working with students in public
schools before they get to college
will impact that number.
WKU formed a retention task
force earlier this year to deal with
this issue by focusing on four areas: getting students in, getting
students through, keeping students
around and getting students out.
Gordon Emslie, provost and
vice president of Academic Affairs, said WKU will also be looking at the connections between
student retention and high school
GPA. He said ACT scores and
GPA are two elements of finding
students “who are more engaged.”

Ransdell said WKU also intends to increase the university’s
average ACT score.
The national average is about
21 points of the possible 36.
“In the next three to five years,
our average ACT score should be
above the national average,” he
said.
Despite the general lack of
growth in enrollment rates among
Kentucky public institutions from
2010-2011, the state has still improved key higher education performance measures over the last
decade faster than any other state
in the country, according to a report by the National Center for
Higher Education Management
Systems of Boulder, Colorado.
According to the CPE website, Kentucky ranked first in the
NCHEMS report in three areas.

They are: rate improvement in
percent working-age adult degrees, six-year graduation rates at
four-year colleges universities and
number of undergraduate credentials awarded relative to the population with no college degree.
Sue Patrick, CPE communications director, said that at the state
level they are very interested in
college retention and student success in general.
“Leaving with a degree in hand
is really what we’re focused on,”
she said.
Patrick said she thinks better retention and enrollment rates
are attainable for the individual
schools.
“We are moving toward the
right area and measuring the right
stuff,” she said. “The goals are
within reach.”

CRIME REPORTS

■ NEWS BRIEF
Roberts awarded for teaching excellence
Julia Roberts, the Mahurin Professor of Gifted
Studies at WKU, received one of two Acorn Awards
last Friday for teaching excellence at the Governor’s
Conference on Postsecondary Education Trusteeship
in Lexington.
The award is given annually in Kentucky to one
professor at a four-year college or university, and the
other to a professor at a two-year institution. Recipients are chosen based on recommendations by faculty
and students and self-written essays about teaching
philosophy.
President Gary Ransdell said that Roberts is a “superb” teacher and researcher.
“She has become a world leader in the education of
gifted and talented students,” Ransdell said in a press
release. “Our gifted children are fortunately to have
Julia Roberts leading this important sector of education in Kentucky.”
During Roberts’ 35 years at WKU, her work has
affected more than 30,000 students, Ransdell said in
the release.
Roberts serves as the founder and executive director of The Center for Gifted Studies and helped to
open the Gatton Academy on WKU’s campus.
Roberts, who has been in the education field for a
total of 46 years, said she was honored to be recognized as a productive faculty member and for initiating and directing programming for gifted students.
“The wonderful young people with whom I have
had the privilege of working are the highlight of my
career,” Roberts said.
— Tessa Duvall

■ Kendall Wayne Decker was arrested on
Sept. 29 at the Carroll Knicely Conference
Center and charged with public alcohol
intoxication. Decker was lodged in the Warren
County Regional Jail and released the same
day.
■ Megan A. Aldridge, Garfield, reported on
Sept. 27 that a blue Vera Bradley wristlet,
$130 in cash, a bank card, a Kentucky operator’s license, a WKU ID card and a CPR certification card were stolen from her backpack,
which was last seen outside of a racquetball
court in the Preston Center.
■ Jeremy Ray Logsdon, an instructor, reported on Sept. 26 an Apple iPad, charger and
keyboard docking station were stolen from
his office, Room 403B in Tate Page Hall. The
items taken belong to the WKU Center for
Literacy. The value of the property is $600.

CORRECTION
Due to a Herald error, a quote by Georgetown, Ind.,
senior Ashley Weatherholt was incorrectly attributed to
Kayla Moore in the page two jump for Cultural Celebration in the Herald’s Sept. 27 issue. The Herald regrets
the error.
The College Heights Herald corrects all confirmed errors that are brought to reporters’ or editors’ attention.
Please call 745-6011 or 745-5044 to report a correction,
or e-mail us at editor@chherald.com.

Connect with us on Twitter

@wkuherald
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WKU, MTSU set for
second blood drive

WKU ﬁnalizing ﬁfthweek assessments

By CAMERON KOCH

By JOANNA WILLIAMS

news@wkuherald.com

Few competitions involve
seeing who can lose the most
blood, but that is exactly what
the WKU vs. MTSU Blood
Drive Challenge is all about.
Monday from 12 to 6
p.m., Tuesday from 10 a.m. to
4 p.m. and Wednesday from
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. in the Garret
Conference Center Ballroom,
students will be able to donate
blood to WKU’s blood drive
collection.
All the blood raised during the competition will be
donated to the American
Red Cross. According to the
American Red Cross website,
one pint of donated blood can
save up to three lives.
This will be the event's
second year. WKU had previously put on a blood drive that
was hosted by the agriculture
department.
Brittany Durham, who
works for the American Red
Cross out of Nashville and
helps coordinate blood donating events in the area,
was contacted by the MTSU
athletic director. He wanted
to see if a competition could

be set up between MTSU
and WKU to help raise more
blood, and the rest is history.
Durham was pleased with
last year’s drive.
“We did way above the
projected goal and over 1000
units total for the red cross,
which is amazing,” Durham
said.
Last year both schools
exceeded the projected goal
of 400 units of blood, with
WKU raising 511 and MTSU
coming out on top with 551
units. This year the expectations are being raised, with a
goal of 550 for each school.
Durham is working with
Student Activities and the athletic department here at WKU
to help raise those numbers.
Hunter Williams, coordinator of Leadership and
Volunteerism in Student Activities, is working to spread
the word about the drive and
thinks the partnership with
the American Red Cross is a
great thing.
“We are just another outlet that can reach out to the
students and encourage them
to go give blood,” Williams
said. “It is such a good cause
and an easy way for students,

faculty and staff to give back.”
Megan Micheli, assistant
director of Marketing for
WKU athletics, said that the
variety of departments involved and the competition
aspect of the drive will help.
“Getting more departments’ hands on with the
blood drive can only help us,”
Micheli said. “Our expectation is to win this year.”
The drive is a collaborative
effort between the American
Red Cross, Student Activities,
the agriculture department
and athletic department. Volunteers from each group will
help run the blood drive.
The winner of the competition will be announced at
the WKU vs. MTSU football
game on Oct. 6 at MTSU,
with the winner receiving a
special trophy and, more importantly, bragging rights.
Speaking about WKU,
Durham hopes the university will push itself
further than it did in the
previous competition.
“We are hoping they
can step up and bring in
40 more donors than they
did last year,” Durham
said.

news@wkuherald.com

Alerting first-year students of how
well they are doing after their first
month of school could make a difference between who stays and who
decides not to come back.
For years, WKU has used the fifthweek assessment as a way to measure
a first year student’s performance
through the first five weeks of college
in any 100-level class in which they
are enrolled.
The assessment is available to
view on the student’s TopNet and
shows if they are either passing or
failing a class and if they have had
excessive absences.
“If they’re struggling with their
absences in the first five weeks, they
have a higher percentage of not being
retained,” said Kevin Thomas, director of the Academic Advising & Retention Center.
Thomas said there aren’t any major changes that will happen with this
year’s assessment or how it is conducted.
The last day for faculty members
to submit information is Monday.
Thomas said the AARC is going
into dorms to talk to first-year students about the things they can do
better.
“That’s above and beyond what we

usually do,” he said. “We’re trying to
go to them instead of them coming to
us.”
Thomas said the AARC plans to
continue to work closely with Housing and Residence Life to help students through their first year.
Gordon Emslie, provost and vice
president for Academic Affairs, said
the assessment ties into the universities’ goal this semester to retain more
students.
He said that the assessment, coupled with students using new software
surveys, should be effective ways to
see if a student is off to a good start.
Brian Meredith, associate vicepresident of Enrollment Management,
said meeting students in dorms was a
good place to begin when it comes to
communicating with students.
“They’re trying to give some guidance to students in this critical junction and time,” he said. “I think the
residence halls are the way to start.”
Meredith said he hopes the assessment makes students more aware that
if they are struggling with school after
the first month they may need help,
which he said the university is there
to provide.
“It’s kind of a reality check to
them that ‘Hey, I’m in my fifth week
of school and I still haven’t gotten the
hang of it. I might need some help,’”
Meredith said.

Yates' name to be added to Guthrie Bell Tower
By KATHERINE WADE
news@wkuherald.com

For the first time since it
was built, a new panel will
soon be added to Guthrie
Bell Tower in honor of 1st
Lt. Eric Yates and other
WKU alumni veterans.
Yates, who graduated
WKU in December of
2008, was killed in action
in Afghanistan during September of last year.

Yates was a member of
WKU’s Reserve Officers’
Training Program (ROTC)
and double majored in Social Studies and History.
President Gary Ransdell said Yates’ family
and the ROTC department
both wanted to find a way
to memorialize Eric Yates
on campus.
“To our knowledge,
he is the only WKU
ROTC cadet that was

commissioned,
served
and died in the line of
service in Afghanistan,”
Ransdell said.
Ransdell said there are
16 positions for panels on
the bell tower, and this
will take one of the few remaining vacant positions.
The panel will be
etched with Yates’ name
along with another dozen
WKU alumni who are or
have served in Afghani-

stan. It will also have
artwork done by Jeff
Jensen, a professor in the
art department, of individuals who were with
Yates when he died.
“This is one of the
neat things about the
Guthrie tower,” Ransdell
said. “It’s a place for us
to pay tribute to members of our own university family that have paid
the ultimate sacrifice.”

A scholarship fund has
also been set up in Yate’s
name: the 1st Lt. Eric D.
Yates Memorial Scholarship Fund. Fort Campbell
junior Alan Johnson was
the first recipient of the
scholarship.
Kathy Yates, Eric
Yates’ mother, spoke
Wednesday night at the
WKU Scholarship celebration dinner. She read
a letter that Eric Yates

had written that he wanted read at his funeral if
he were to die in service
in Afghanistan.
Ransdell said it was
an amazing letter.
“It was really very
emotional because it
ended up coming to
pass,” he said. R a n s dell said the goal is to
have the panel installed
by Veterans Day on Nov.
11.

CVS/pharmacy accepts all Express
Scripts Sponsored Plans and can
help their members immediately
with their prescription needs.
Easy Online Prescription Transfer
process from the comfort of
your own home:

Visit “www.cvs.com” and
select “Transfer Prescriptions”

“WHERE YOU CAN PICK UP YOUR PRESCRIPTIONS AND EVERYDAY NEEDS”

WKUHERALD.COM
"Congress shall make no
law ... abridging the freedom of
speech, or of the press ..."
First Amendment, U.S. Constitution
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EDITORIAL CARTOON

OPS

OTTOMS

TOPS to the volleyball
team’s 12-match winning streak.

BOTTOMS to potential faculty and
staff regent term
limits.

TOPS to a dance marathon in Diddle Arena next
semester.

BOTTOMS to losing
football players to
season-ending injuries.

TOPS to a rivalry with
Middle Tennessee, it’s
good for both schools.

COLUMN

Party it up, but keep life in perspective
I can’t lie. I spent the last couple
days partying my ass off on the famously known Bourbon Street.
To answer your question, no I didn’t
flash anybody for beads, but yes I had
fun nonetheless.
Gorging in gluttony with Cajun cuisine (before I left for New Orleans I
ignorantly claimed hating Cajun food)
and barhopping the local and touristy
bars is just part of New Orleans.
Let’s face it: the city throws down. I
took a shot out of a bartender’s pants,
for God’s sake. My humorous, impulsive and somewhat ridiculous antics
provided much entertainment and possible embarrassment for my friends,
but honestly, I had the time of my life
bonding with Bourbon Street.
For a city that experienced, witnessed and still suffers from the horrific
devastation of Hurricane Katrina, happiness and celebration remain intact.
Through the jazz bands performing
on the streets for tourists and the bright
and colorful neon signs illuminating
the city, their pride shines.
But despite however many shots
I took or how many white boy dance
moves I busted on the dance floor, the

harsh realities of
the city eventually
manifested itself
inside me when I
saw the Lower
Ninth Ward.
For you apathetic
or uneducated people, immediately
following Katrina
SPENCER JENKINS
the population of
Scribbled Words
opinion@wkuherald.com the neighborhood
dropped
from
18,000 people to less than 3,000. Not all
died, but because of the tragic destruction, many no longer had homes and
simply left for other areas.
Imagine a disaster leaving almost all
of WKU’s students homeless or dead.
Yeah, let that sink into your conscious.
When I rode around in our comfy
SUV through the almost third world
neighborhood, no words came out of
my mouth. I work with words on a daily
basis, but I found myself speechless.
Instead of words, I had feelings. Anger. Confusion. Frustration. Sadness.
In my head I kept asking myself,
“Why has our country continued letting
this neighborhood rot? Why are celeb-

rities such as Brad Pitt helping build
back the neighborhood more than our
own government?”
Don’t get me wrong. Any help from
anyone should be welcomed with open
arms, but six years have passed and
houses are literally rotting and taken
over by nature. Trash and makeshift
street signs litter the area, and front
porches still sit from houses that once
existed.
I’ve traveled all over the world and
have seen actual third world countries
and to me, this neighborhood fits in that
category.
Obviously efforts from the government and prominent figures such
as Brad Pitt have made the neighborhood slightly better — better, the understatement of the century for that
neighborhood — but it still looks
shanty after six years? They need our
help, people.
Every American who has the means
to visit the Lower Ninth Ward should
because the reality check will put aspects of your life in perspective, whatever the matter.
Also, party on Bourbon Street; the locals will love you and you’ll love them!

BOTTOMS to crowded
parking lots, even if
there’s nothing that
can be done about it.

have an opinion?
opinion@wkuherald.com
270.745.4874
1. Letters should not exceed 250
words, and commentaries should
be about 500 words.
2. For veriﬁcation, letters and
commentaries MUST include your
name, phone number, home town
and classiﬁcation or title.
3. Letters may not run in every
edition due to space.
4. The Herald reserves the right to
edit all letters for style, grammar,
length and clarity. The Herald does
NOT print libelous submissions.
5. Letters and commentaries must
be received by 7 p.m. on Sunday
and Wednesday.
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...for goodness sake!

from the hill
@JohnHams: You know why #WKU
is awesome? Cause Big Red just bros-out
on campus all day long. That's why. #BigRed -Sent Wednesday 9/28
@AutumBrooke: Is it just me or do
all the professors who make attendance
mandatory teach the most boring as hell
classes?! #wku -Sent Wednesday 9/28
@WKUfan89: WKU Law Library:
The land that time forgot. -Sent Wednesday 9/28

@MeggersF: Big Red about tackled me in front of DUC because I had
a UK shirt on. He shook his finger
at me #GoCATS Sorry WKU -Sent
Wednesday 9/28

@tyrussellrogers: RT @MandySue21: Great time at the WKU
Scholarship dinner, honored to have
one in @tyrussellrogers name! The
shot that keeps giving! #loveWKU
-Sent Tuesday 9/27

@MiSSJ0J0_X0X0: The only time
I see my #WKU followers is on twitter. On campus, I don't see any of them!
Maybe 10 at the most. Am I MIA or are
y'all?! lol -Sent Tuesday 9/27
@edperkins2000: What will I miss
most when I graduate from WKU?
All of those emails I never read from
Gordon Johnson. -Sent Tuesday 9/27
@Bean_Andy: Excited about the
potential of the new #WKU Athletics
#StreetTeam Great first meeting tonight! @Lindsay_GoTops @KYMicheli -Sent Tuesday 9/27

COLLEGE HEIGHTS
HERALD CLASSIFIEDS
advertising@wkuherald.com
Classiﬁed Manager: Alice Weber

FOR RENT
2652 Thames Valley. 3 Bdrm
2 baths 2 Car Garage. No Pets.
$850/mo + deposit +
references. 270-846-2855 or
270-535-2855

Have Something
For Sale or
For Rent?
Call 270-745-2653

HELP WANTED
BRAVO, Barren River Area Volleyball Organization, is
looking for qualiﬁed coaches to coach girls Club Volleyball.
If you have volleyball experience and want to be considered,
please contact us at BGClubVolleyball@insightbb.com
Part Time General Laborer.
Property, Painting, Cleaning,
and Landscaping.
Flexible Schedule.
270-320-4853
Join the winning team at
Rafferty’s Restaurant & Bar!
Now hiring Full & Part time
SERVERS. We offer excellent
benefits, insurance plans,
discounted meals, flexible
schedules and opportunities to
make great $$$!
Apply in person at 1939
Scottsville Road.
(270)842-0123

Part Time Computer Tech.
Year round in law ofﬁce.
Send resume and transcript to:
607 E 10th Avenue.
Bowling Green, KY 42102
City of Bowling Green
Special Population Rec.
Staff Assistant II
Organizes, instructs, &
coaches indoor/outdoor
recreational activities.
Requires ability to obtain
CPR and standard first aid
certifications; 30 hrs/wk,
40 hrs during the months of
June & July, some weekend
work required;
Age 18+; $8.09/hr. plus
vacation, sick, & holiday leave.
Interested Applicants should obtain an
employment application from the Human
Resources Department, City Hall, 1001
College Street, Bowling Green or from
our website at www.bgky.org. Completed
applications must be submitted by 4:00p.m.,
October 3, 2011.The City of Bowling Green
is an Equal Opportunity Employer and a
Drug-Free Workplace.

Note to Readers: The College Heights Herald screens ads for misleading or false claims but cannot guarantee any ad or claim. Please use caution when answering ads, especially when asked to
send money or provide credit card information. The College Heights Herald is not responsible
for the content or validity of these paid classiﬁed ads.

ACROSS
1 Trains to box
6 Latin 101 verb
10 Revolved
14 Want too much
15 Within range
16 Ditty
17 Vibrant
18 Sup in style
19 Circle components
20 Flick
21 Washington bill
22 Silvery fish
23 Steeple toppers
25 Fencers' foils
26 Starts a new lawn
29 Forest unit
31 Put on the feed bag
32 Instrument of title
34 Carnegie or Mellon
38 Ella's forte
40 Proficient
42 New Italian bread
43 Exhilaration
45 New Jersey team
47 Knight's address
48 Dollar value
50 Cut
52 Selects
55 Meaning
57 White heron
58 "The Bells" poet
59 Hang loosely
63 Landed
64 Agitate
65 Stand in a studio
66 Show up
67 Sit for an artist
68 Religious practices
69 Worked the land
70 Mimicked
71 Twin Falls river

5

Homecoming Day Special

$50 Blowdry, style & make-up
All day October 22
270.781.4676

THE Daily Commuter Puzzle

8 Most rational
9 Afore
10 Run wild en masse
11 Blender selection
DOWN
12 Male relative
1 Rip off
13 Brooding places
2 Water sport
22 Observed
3 Tel __-Jaffa, Israel
4 Make extensive changes 24 Paragons
26 Remainder
5 Soaked
27 Per pop
6 Countersigned
28 Have the lead role
7 River through Paris

Have
or

Edited by Wayne Robert Williams

30 Noisemaker
33 Lair
35 Hurry it up
36 Toledo's lake
37 Unit of a language
39 Cited for a moving violation
41 Harassed
44 __ and found
46 Colonel of KFC
49 First-rate

51
52
53
54
56
60
61
62
64

Overtax
Dilly
Ice residence
Kind of wave or scene
Cacophony
Movie dog
Sneak a quick look
Do it or __!
Health resort

suggestions
Call (270)745-2653 to
sponsor a puzzle today!

ideas
for the
fun
page?

E-mail us at
editor@wkuherald.com

email your events to editor@wkuherald.com
WKU vs. MTSU Blood Drive, 12 p.m., Garrett Ballroom
Japanese Traditional Dance and Music Education
Tour, 7 p.m., Van Meter
Board of Regents Committee Meetings, 9 a.m., Mass
Media and Technology Hall Martin Regents Room
Soccer vs. UALR, 6 p.m., WKU Soccer Complex
Lin-Boren Violin and Piano Recital, 7:30 p.m.,
Van Meter Hall

WKU vs. MTSU Blood Drive, 9 a.m., Garrett Ballroom
Winter Term Registration Rally, 11 a.m., Centennial Mall
Volleyball vs. Middle Tennessee, 7 p.m., Diddle Arena

WKU vs. MTSU Blood Drive, 9 a.m., Garrett Ballroom
College High Grand Gathering, 10 a.m., Garrett Ballroom FeelGood Grilled Cheese Stand, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.,
Softball vs. Alabama, 1 p.m., WKU Softball Complex
Centennial Mall
Football vs. Arkansas State, 3 p.m., Smith Stadium
Softball vs. Murray State, 3 p.m., WKU Softball Complex
Fall Break
Chess Club, 6 to 9 p.m., Faculty House
Soccer vs. Arkansas State, 1 p.m., WKU Soccer Complex
Autumn Collage: Chamber Music on the Hill, 3 p.m.,
fine arts center recital hall
Fall Break
Lee Blakeman and Deanna Catlett Faculty Recital,
Soccer vs. FIU, 6 p.m., WKU Soccer Complex
3 p.m., recital hall
Volleyball vs. Troy, 7 p.m., Diddle Arena

wkuherald.com

iPhone App

Android App

Tuesday's Crossword Solution
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DRAKE
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

Eric was known as outgoing, fun and a witness
of religion to his fraternity
brothers, but that all began
to change after he graduated
in May 2004 with a major in
geography and emphasis in
meteorology.
A few months after
graduating, Eric struggled
to find a job. That summer
he began working at the airport in Bowling Green, but
something about him had
changed.
“Eric had a lot of pain in
his life,” Sandy said. “It is
nothing he wanted. He woke
up with it, like a person who
wakes up with cancer one
day. We try to minimize how
hard people’s days really are.
We tell them they are going
to be fine and don’t really
listen.”
“Eric tried to tell me
something wasn’t right, and
I told him it was just a phase
he was going through.”
His condition steadily
grew worse when Sandy
said she noticed her son
starting to lose weight, stop
eating and become paranoid. His hair wasn’t kept,
and he gave up on shaving.
The once outgoing, loving
son and friend continued to
spiral downward when he
stopped visiting and talking
to people altogether by November.
Eric’s changes were so
drastic that Sandy said people didn’t recognize her son
in stores when they passed
by.
In December, Eric saw
a psychiatrist but refused
to say a word to the doctor.
By January, he had admitted himself into Parthenon
Pavilion, a mental health
facility in Nashville. Three
weeks later, Eric’s insurance
was depleted, and he was
sent home and “supposedly
cured,” Sandy said.
Sandy said the family
received no instruction and
no mandatory follow-up appointment, but were simply
told to treat their son as if he

had just had major surgery.
However, Sandy said they
weren’t told that Eric had
been on suicide watch, which
means he was checked on
every 15 minutes since he
had arrived at the psychiatric
hospital — knowledge that
wasn’t obtained until after
Eric’s death.
“I thought I knew how to
take care of someone who
has had surgery before,”
Sandy said. “That’s one
thing, but if someone says,
‘Your son or your boyfriend
is suicidal,’ that changes everything.”
They didn’t know that
research shows a majority
of people between the ages
of 18 and 24 experience
chemical imbalances in the
brain, which can lead to suicidal thoughts and actions
like their son was experiencing. They didn’t know
they were entitled to their
son’s medical records and
that he had signed to share
the information with his
family.
With the lack of knowledge and information provided by the facility to the
family, the Drakes sued and
settled outside of court.
Dan Padgett, one of Eric’s best friends from Hopkinsville and board member
of the Lee Eric Drake Foundation, said because mental
illness isn’t talked about
openly, many people don’t
understand.
“Suicide is such a taboo
subject. We don’t talk about
it,” said Padgett, who was
Eric’s fraternity brother and
lived with him in college for
five years.
“Eric was the most non
-prototypical person to become a statistic for suicide,
but here we are six years
later and I’m still battling
with the question, ‘What
if?’ I didn’t know what
warning signs to look for.
I was the only friend who
knew he was in the hospital, but in my mind, I just
kept thinking, ‘He is going
to be better when he gets
out.’ Eric’s situation was
real, and we didn’t realize
it.”
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Eric Drake’s gravestone in Franklin has many aspects of his personality and life incorporated into the text and design. The
height corresponds with his actual height, the piano keys represent his natural ability at playing the piano, and the cardinal
direction on the top ties back to people special to Eric when he was a student at WKU.

Padgett said he doesn’t
want other friends or families to have to struggle with
the loss of their loved one
through suicide, which is the
LED Foundation's goal.
The foundation's goal is
to lend aid to those who possess or are susceptible to psychological illness through
direct help and awareness,
especially in September,
which is recognized as National Suicide Prevention
month.
One way to accomplish
those goals are through the
LED Foundation’s scholar-

ship fund, where $1,000 is
awarded to a selected graduate student in the mental
health field of study.
Students can apply online at leeericdrake.com by
completing an application,
as well as a 500-word essay, like one of the award’s
most recent recipients, Janay
Smith Atkinson.
Atkinson is a 2009
WKU graduate who is currently working on a psychiatric nurse practitioner
degree at WKU in conjunction with the University of
Louisville.

Eric was the most non-prototypical
person to become a statistic for suicide, but here we are six years later
and I’m still battling with the question,
‘What if?’ I didn’t know what warning
signs to look for. "
—DAN PADGETT
Friend of Eric Drake

“Awareness is key in
these particular scenarios,”
she said. “Not one more life
should be taken by suicide.
These individuals should not
have to suffer any longer or
doubt their future. We can
make a difference.”
A difference is exactly
what Eric’s older brother,
Ben Drake, hopes to accomplish through students like
Atkinson, who plans to become a nurse specializing in
mental health.
“When he had his illness,
we didn’t talk about it,” said
Ben, who now lives in Florida with his family. “Part of
our mission statement now
is to honor his memory by
promoting awareness and
contributing to the study of
mental illness.”
Ben serves on the foundation’s board and helps
determine whom the board
should award the scholarship
to each year. He said they
hope to increase the amount
with more donations.
“If we can help one person,” Padgett said, “It will
be worth it.”

Signs and
Symptoms of
Suicide:
■ Suicide threats
■ Statements revealing a desire to die
■ Sudden changes In
behavior
■ Prolonged depression
■ Alcohol and drug
abuse
■ Giving away prized
possessions
■ Purchasing a gun
or stockpiling pills
■ Extreme hopelessness
■ Heightened anxiety
■ Panic attacks
■ Insomnia
■ Irritability and
agitation

Who you can call:
■ 1-800-273-TALK
■ 1-800-SUICIDE
Source: LED Foundation
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WKU officials ﬁne with medical emergency procedures
By JOANNA WILLIAMS
news@wkuherald.com

After a student recently
had a seizure while in a classroom, WKU officials said
there are currently no plans to
provide basic first aid training to faculty members for inclass medical emergencies.
University Senate Chair
Kelly Madole said currently
there is nothing on the University Senate’s agenda about
training faculty members as
first responders or in basic
first aid training.
“It places faculty in an
extremely liable position if
something was to happen,”

she said.
Madole said she didn’t
know how receptive faculty
members would be to having basic first aid become
required.
“I will say that many faculty members will be hesitant to be first responders,”
she said. “It’s not out of a
lack of compassion, but expertise.”
In a letter to the Herald,
Scottsville junior Andrew
Salman suggested WKU’s
administration update emergency protocols after his personal experience witnessing
a student have a seizure.
Gordon Emslie, provost

and vice-president of Academic Affairs, said he believes the university’s medical response procedure is
sufficient.
Emslie said that the university has alerted faculty
what to do if there’s a medical emergency.
The “Emergencies in
the Classroom” card for the
Bowling Green main campus
lists four steps when dealing
with a medical emergency.
The card first directs the
faculty member to not try to
diagnose the problem. The
problem should then be reported to police. If the student has minor injuries, he or

she should be taken to WKU
Health Services. And finally,
Human Resources should be
contacted about injuries.
“It’s pretty clear,” Emslie
said of the emergency card.
“It’s in a 1, 2, 3, 4 steps and
what to do.”
Sally Kuhlen-Schmidt,
a professor in the psychology department, wrote a
condensed form of the emergency response handbook in
2005 after feeling it was too
long for part-time faculty
and graduate students who
teach.
Kuhlen-Schmidt said it
is given to new faculty and
department heads yearly, but

it’s not supposed to replace
the official medical policies.
She said the card is in
most classrooms across campus but is not required.
“It cannot replace the official document, but they
look at it and it says what a
person is supposed to do,”
Kuhlen-Schmidt said. “It’s a
reference.
“I’m not responsible for
setting an emergency procedure.”
She said she did not know
what happened in the classroom when the student had a
seizure, but said that it is normal for faculty and students
to be in a state of shock.

“Most people are not
trained with dealing with
emergencies, so a level of
confusion is common,” she
said. “It’s not surprising that
they did not know what to do
right away.”
Kuhlen-Schmidt said that
she tries to get the response
card to everyone she can, but
putting faculty in situations
where they are confused is
not ideal.
“There are procedures,
and we are not a medical
facility,” she said. “So it
wouldn’t be responsible or
appropriate to expect people
to do something that is not
their skill set.”

SGA renting out iPads for free through WKU's ERC
By TAYLOR HARRISON
news@wkuherald.com

The Student Government Association is helping
students study, starting with
lending out iPads for free.
SGA President Billy Stephens said SGA is working
with the Educational Resource Center in Gary Ransdell Hall to make this happen.
SGA is planning to provide two first-generation
iPads for ERC to load books

onto and lend out to students. They are using this as
a preliminary trial and hope
to expand later on.
“If all goes according
to plan, which we think it
will, we’re going to work on
getting it up to the main library,” Stephens said.
Stephens also said that
SGA will mostly focus on
putting test prep books and
materials on the iPads.
However, Stephens said
that if there are popular

books that are checked out
often, they might load those
books on so there is an extra
copy on hand.
“That way the library has
not only a hard copy, but a
digital copy as well,” he said.
One important aspect
that SGA is working on with
ERC is security. The iPads
need to have security software installed for them to be
lent out.
Funding for the iPads will
be provided by SGA. The

WKU manufacturing
students given chance
to study in Germany
By AARON FRASIER
news@wkuherald.com

A new exchange program is
providing manufacturing students
with the opportunity to study
abroad in Germany.
Greg Arbuckle, associate professor of Architect and Manufacturing Sciences, said he visited
Reutlingen University last year
and decided to start an exchange
program between the university
and WKU.
“We looked at all the curriculum and realized they align really
well,” Arbuckle said.
Currently, Lexington senior
Marc Mercier is studying at Reutlingen University for a semester.
Mercier said he loves Germany and meeting people who speak
different languages. The experience has motivated him to start
learning German and to continue
when he returns.
A typical day abroad consists
of classes, including European
business law and manufacturing
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Mercier
said he plays soccer and eats dinner afterward. Mercier also takes
part in the local nightlife.
Arbuckle said that in the
spring, Reutlingen will send two
or three students to the Hill and
WKU hopes to send students
again next fall.
“As of now, their schedule
does not align with ours,” Arbuckle said. “So we can’t really
send students over there in the
spring semester. Our students will

have to do the fall and their students will have to come here during the spring.”
In November, Arbuckle will
take seven students to Reutlingen
to complete their senior capstone
course. This course is a one-week
project where students focus on a
single project.
“The instructor assigns the
topic on the Friday before that
class begins,” Arbuckle said.
“They have until that next Friday
to do their presentation of what
they come up with.”
Vail, Ariz., senior Jay McDorman is one of the seven students
who will be going in November.
“We are going to see how well
their curriculum fits in with ours,”
McDorman said. “We should be
able to step right into theirs and
see how well our programs fit together.”
Arbuckle said he hopes that in
future semesters WKU students
can participate in the senior capstone project on campus.
Additionally, Arbuckle said he
would like to eventually see the
facilities at WKU and Reutlingen University be similar enough
so as students transfer back and
forth the equipment will still be
familiar.
“One of the reasons that I
wanted to do this was that in part
of my master’s program, I spent
nine days in Sweden,” Arbuckle
said. “Out of all of my courses
I took in that program, I learned
more in that nine days in Sweden
than in any other course I attended.”

organization has set money
aside for this purpose.
Stephens said the iPads
should be available before
finals this semester.
The iPad idea was originally thought of by Stephens
and SGA Executive Vice
President Kendrick Bryan.
Devon
Hilderbrandt,
SGA Administrative Vice
President, said SGA is still
finalizing prices. He said the
expected price of a first generation iPad is around $400.

Hilderbrandt said it was
worth spending more money
on the iPad because students
should get more out of them.
Associate professor Roxanne Spencer is SGA’s main
contact at ERC and said that
the iPads will be lent free of
charge, but they have no established policies regarding
their use. They are still in the
discussion stage.
Spencer said that initially, the iPads will be lent
out only for short periods

BAND
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

Both McConnell and Link said they started to
learn a lot about each other in college through impromptu freestyle sessions and their passion for
music.
“We’re basically brothers,” McConnell said.
“Our music is our life. It’s like a journal — you
don’t let everybody just read your journal.”
The pair experiments with different styles, such
as techno and rock, because they hope to reach a
broader audience.
“We wanted to be able to bring every genre
of music together so every fan could come in
and appreciate the music,” Link said.
Link said that he is proud that 17 Entertainment
doesn’t fit neatly into one genre, but it can be described as a southern hip-hop group.
“But that’s just because of where we’re from,”
Link said. “Our culture is different.”
The two agreed they want to get rid of the bad
reputation many rappers seem to glorify in their music by focusing on current events to keep audiences
interested.
“Rap music, historically, has been about drugs
and guns,” Link said.
Although the guys started recording for their
own entertainment, it didn’t stop there.
Jeremy Moore, another former WKU football
player, allowed them record in his home studio. At
the time, it was a studio used mostly for karaoke.
Link said that he and McConnell had never recorded music before and were “very unorthodox”
from the beginning, switching back and forth be-

SERIES
CONTINUED FROM DIVERSIONS

After his next episode on Sept. 28, 2011, Steele
will take about a two week production break so he
can brainstorm, interview, film, report and edit new
editions of the series.
“I have buckled myself in for a long trip,” Steele
said.
Steele understood that he was going to have
to wait about six months to make progress in his
search for a broadcasting job. While he would
still love to break into the business, he also hopes
“After Hours” can become something more than
it is.
“It really does me justice to help others accom-

of time. They will probably
start with in house or overnight use.
Spencer also said that
the iPads will not be used
primarily for reading novels. She said, as Stephens
did, that they will mainly be
used for test prep and study
guides, for tests such as the
PRAXIS exam.
“We’re still trying to
identify what would be of
most academic use,” Spencer said.

tween the only microphone.
“After that, everybody wanted to come over and
watch us do it,” McConnell said.
McConnell and Link started writing their own
lyrics and recording tracks, and more people became interested in their music, Link said.
“We took music and we ran with it,” he said.
Making music was a major factor in helping
them get past the disappointment of their careerending injuries.
Both players suffered neck injuries. McConnell’s occurred in 2007 while Link’s was in 2005.
“Football was taken from us, so we just put all of
that into music,” he said.
17 Entertainment’s single, “Weather Men,” has
been played in several bars and clubs in Tennessee
and Kentucky, and the group has enlisted the help of
a manager, Link’s childhood friend, Jordan Brooks.
Brooks said that managing the group is “extremely easy,” because the guys carry their own
weight.
“Their musical talent speaks for itself,” he said.
“All I have to do is get them to the right place at the
right time.”
Brooks said that he is focused on viral marketing
on websites such as ReverbNation and YouTube as
well as contacting DJs directly.
“Any angle that presents itself, that’s how we
market it,” he said.
17 Entertainment is planning on going on tour
soon to promote its new album “Track 2 the Future,” to be released in November.
Brooks said that the group has been so successful because of its versatility.
“They can go several directions,” he said.
“They’re entertainment-based.”
plish their dreams,” Steele said.
With experience that includes appearing in
WKU commercials to reporting for a local high
school spotlight show and now YouTube, Steele
said he knows he can reach his goals and his drive
will prevent him from settling.
“He has the talent and he is very articulate,” Anderson said. “He can interview in a very detailed
professional way.”
For now, Steele will continue to work his day job
at a local movie theater and produce more episodes
of “After Hours,” which you can find at www.youtube.com/user/MicCameraAction.
You can also follow Steele on Twitter at @
MicCameraAction or e-mail him at MicCameraAction@gmail.com, if you have a story you want
showcased.
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New African-American WKU to host Second
museum has WKU ties Annual Topper Classic
By NATALIE HAYDEN
news@wkuherald.com

After allocating $123,000 for the
city’s first African-American museum
at last week’s Bowling Green Board of
Commissioners meeting, a location and
tentative opening date are set.
The museum will open in either June
or July 2012, if all goes as planned, and
will be housed at 301 State Street, said
Dr. John Long, longtime professor in the
department of philosophy and religion
and a member of the Steering Committee for the museum.
Long said there’s been an expressed
interest in an African-American museum since 2001. The New Era Planning
Association jumpstarted the plan with a
desire to “show what was the vibrancy
of life in the black community of Bowling Green.”
“Anything that was accomplished
(in black communities) and great things
that were done were not much noticed,”
Long said, adding that blacks aren’t pictured in Bowling Green history books
until the 1970s and 80s.
“In the past, there was an intentional
and systematic exclusion of the community from white Bowling Green. There
were places people could not go and
things they could not do that was built
into segregation itself. (Whites) didn’t
necessarily treat them in a mean way,
but they just ignored them, in a sense of
speaking.”
The museum will hold oral histories as well as artifacts that have been
passed down through generations, such
as family records, pictures and newspaper articles, said city commissioner
Brian Nash.
“History has been wiped out in the

interest of urban renewal or progress,”
Nash said, referring to the areas known
as Shake Rag and Jonesville that used
to be “thriving African-American communities.”
Shake Rag refers to what used to be
a black community near State Street,
where the museum will be built. Jonesville was a community that once stood
in the space WKU’s athletic fields now
occupy.
While some still harbor negative
feelings because of the dispersion of
Jonesville in the 1960s, Long hopes the
museum will help “overcome a lot of
problems, tension and areas of misunderstanding between persons and communities here in Bowling Green.”
WKU will be involved with the creation of the museum. Six faculty members are on the Steering Committee,
while several others have expressed individual interest.
“Western is an important part of this
community, and it has a tremendous
impact — just sometimes not the most
positive one,” Long said. “But also,
even after the dispossession of people
back in the 60s, there are a lot of people
who have strong, positive feelings for
Western.”
Nash said that although people can’t
go back and restore the dispersed communities, they can celebrate them.
“When it comes down to knowing
how African-Americans may feel about
some things, I know, and I understand
how people feel when they say we want
to have our story told,” Long said. “This
is being done for positive reasons —
strongly positive reasons. People are
never going to know anything about this
city, this county, this state, unless you
tell the whole story.”

ﬁeld hockey tournament
By KURT CARSON
sports@wkuherald.com

The WKU field hockey club may not
officially qualify as a “varsity” sport,
but that doesn’t make it any less significant for the members involved.
This weekend’s Second Annual Topper Classic has become a key event of
the field hockey club’s season.
The classic will take place Sunday at
the Hattie L. Preston Intramural Sports
Complex from 9:30 a.m. until around 5
p.m.
Sports Club Coordinator Jordan
Gardner said the classic has simply
been “fantastic” for the club.
“I see the club doing this event as
their main event every single year and
so we hope it becomes a great tradition,” she said. “They’ve got the foundation set. Now it’s time to keep rolling
with it.”
Gardner said competitive tournaments such as this one create a “tremendous opportunity” for students who
were varsity athletes at the high school
level.
Louisville junior and field hockey
sport club president Shelby Overstreet
said it has meant a lot for her to be able
to continue playing at WKU.
“It’s a really good opportunity
to continue playing if you played in
high school and still have a love for
the sport,” Overstreet said. “A lot of
our girls are from Louisville and have
played field hockey all their life.”
The WKU field hockey club was
founded in 2005. Gardner said that
“since then the club has continued to
grow and thrive.”

One sign of growth is that the newly
created Topper Classic is already bringing in big-name schools.
Missouri, Vanderbilt and Saint Louis
will all compete in the tournament.
“They’re very excited to host bigname schools,” Gardner said. “For
those teams to come into Western Kentucky here in Bowling Green is really a
thrill for them.”
Gardner said it allows for an opportunity to “brag about our sport clubs and
get some recognition here at WKU.”
However, she said it’s not just the
recognition that’s special, since all
proceeds from the event will go to The
Center for Courageous Kids.
“It speaks volumes for these clubs
because they know the money they’re
paying to play in this is all going toward a great cause,” Gardner said.
Although the event is free to attend,
baked goods and T-shirts will be sold to
raise money for the cause.
The Center for Courageous Kids
communications vice president Stormi
Murtie said the partnership with the
WKU field hockey club has been
“amazing.”
“When we have an organization like
the field hockey club help out, it shows
they want to make a difference in the
life of a severely ill child,” Murtie said.
“It says a lot about a sports team.”
Gardner said both the classic and the
connection with The Center for Courageous Kids have been very helpful.
“They’ve probably been the most
beneficial things for our club, with
helping out a cause and bringing recognition to the WKU field hockey club,”
Gardner said.

WELLNESS
CONTINUED FROM DIVERSIONS

Ann Mead, vice president for Finance and Administration, said because WKU is self-insured for health
insurance, the university “controls our own destiny in
a lot of ways.”
“Wellness helps control costs and if we control
costs we can control premiums,” she said. “And that’s
important to both employees and employers.”
Mead said it is a win-win to have a successful
wellness program.
Pinkard said his first action as wellness manager
will be to design and implement a comprehensive
wellness program, which begins by identifying a
wellness provider.
As part of the assessment phase of this project,
Pinkard sent out an email earlier this week which included an Employee Wellness Interest Survey to help
him gather information about the needs and interests
of WKU faculty and staff.
Pinkard said WKU’s goal is to begin the new program in the first quarter of 2012.
Steward said she is enthusiastic about the new program.
“I’m looking forward to starting fresh with the
new program and getting our employees on board,”
she said. “Getting feedback from them will help make
this a really good program that people can be proud
of.”

Taking a dip

MICHAEL RIVERA/HERALD

Claire Alexandre participated on the WKU swim team on a full tuition scholarship for four years. “I feel lucky to be here
because swimming gave me the opportunity to pay for my education and have fun at the same time,” she said.
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SGA spends executive, senate money on Cage concert
By TAYLOR HARRISON
news@wkuherald.com

Even though the Sept.
21 Cage the Elephant
concert was free and
open to the public, someone had to pay for travel,
stage hands and production.
Up front, the Campus
Activities Board covered
the expenses. But when
the Student Government
Association became involved as a co-sponsor,
it was decided that the
organizations would each

cover half of the costs.
SGA President Billy
Stephens said the executive cabinet took $5,000
from the executive discretionary money, which
is at SGA’s disposal. Senate approval isn’t needed
to use that money, Stephens said.
However, SGA also
wanted to take some money out of senate funding,
which did need approval.
The bill approving funding stated that SGA could
allocate $3,000 of senate
funding for the concert.

The bill was passed
Tuesday night, almost a
week after the concert.
Stephens said the bill
came up after the concert because there wasn’t
a rush for funding. CAB
had already paid up front
for the concert, which
also featured bands Manchester Orchestra and
Thee Japanese Schoolgirls.
Stephens wanted to
give the senate a full
week to look over the bill
since it was the “first dip
into senate funding.”

SGA ended up only
using about $2,500 of
senate funding.
Stephens said that
if the senate hadn’t approved the bill, it would
have been in a “tight
grind.”
The bands did not
make any profit from the
concert.
Stephens considered
the concert a success.
“I think it was one of
the best PR successes the
Student Government Association’s had for quite
some time,” he said. “Not

Volley for a cause

CHRIS WILSON/HERALD

(From left) Brentwood, Tenn., senior Colby Osborne, Louisville junior Jordan Kassel and
London junior John Whitaker of Phi Gamma Delta earn a point against Alpha Tau Omega
during Alpha Omicron Pi’s annual mud volleyball tournament at the University Farm
Wednesday. AOPi organized the event to raise funds for juvenile arthritis research.

Become a fan of the College Heights
Herald on Facebook, and for Instant
news and updates, follow the Herald
on twitter @wkuherald.

only were we able to get
students engaged, but we
were able to make it a
community-wide aspect.”
Administrative Vice
President Devon Hilderbrandt said SGA wanted
to co-sponsor the concert
to “start off the year with
a bang.”
“The band was really interested as well
in doing a free show
— a hometown show,”
said Chief of Staff Katie
Stillwell. “So we wanted
to support them however
we could.”

I think it was one
of the best PR
successes the
Student Government Association’s had
for quite some
time."

Wilson chosen as
Chevrolet
GREEN
Educator
Terry Wilson, director of
WKU’s Center for Environmental Education and Sustainability, has been chosen as one
of the first five recipients of the
Chevrolet GREEN Educator
Award.
The Chevrolet GREEN
(Global Rivers Environmental
Education Network) Educator
Award honors teachers, college
professors and volunteers who
integrate environmental education into their schools and programs.
Wilson, who has worked at
WKU for 22 years, said two
things made his work possible.
“First, these accomplishments could not have been
done alone, but only through
the many partnerships of people and organizations who
are striving to reach the same
goals,” Wilson said. “Secondly,
it’s always a labor of love.”
Wilson has worked with the
GREEN program since 2004
through conducting water quality investigations with local
schools with assistance from
General Motors. Wilson also
integrated service-learning into
his pre-service and graduate
teacher education courses.
The GM Foundation and Earth

CONTINUED FROM DIVERSIONS

Lindsey Gilmore, an advisor for
RHA, said that this year’s Shantytown focused more on practicality
than in previous years.
“We are building shanties, but the
idea is that you build something you
can actually sleep in as opposed to
this massive amount of cardboard
that you are just trying to build very
tall and win a skyscraper award to
put in your hall,” Gilmore said.
“When really, we are trying to raise
awareness of homelessness in the
area.”
Gilmore said the change was due
to a growing number of interested
students.
“Now the students want to be involved in the community,” Gilmore
said. “They want to give back. They
want to be here.”
Students in the dorms worked together to build community structures
in which to spend the night.
Jamestown
freshmen
Lauren
Haynes said Minton Hall was committed to sleeping in its shanty.
“Some of us are bringing homework to do in the shanty,” Haynes

Force will honor five educators
each month as a part of the search
to find the top 20 “GREEN” educators nation-wide.
— Tessa Duvall

WKU administers most
CLEP tests in state
College Level Examination
Program tests are administered
more frequently at WKU than
all other schools in Kentucky,
according to a report from the
College Board.
For the 2010-2011 school
year, WKU administered 472
CLEP tests — more than a
quarter of all tests administered
in Kentucky, according to a
WKU press release.
CLEP allows students to
receive college credit if exam
scores are high enough.
Incoming high school and
transfer students take CLEP
tests, as well as current WKU
students trying to receive credit
for prerequisite courses, according to the press release.
Brian Van Brunt, director
of the Counseling and Testing
Center, said CLEP tests help
to retain and graduate students
by helping them meet course
requirements. The tests also
generate money for the testing
center, he said.

only produce hilarious and jaw dropping
commercials of the highest quality.
commer

waiting to be
discovered?

— Tessa Duvall

said. “It was important for us to not
wimp out.”
Elizabethtown sophomore Alex
Taylor, a resident assistant in Gilbert Hall, said that participants in
her group came because they wanted
to help people.
Gilbert, Rodes Harlin, and McCormack Halls all worked together.
“We think we could make a bigger
impact as a team,” Taylor said.
Shantytown also included a soup
kitchen, live music and other service
projects.
Service sororities Omega Phi Alpha and Gamma Sigma Sigma provided refreshments for event participants.
Kateiri Kintz, an OPA member
and resident assistant in Meredith
Hall, said her sorority was happy to
help in any way it could. OPA sponsored s’mores making for event participants.
“We felt that is a great way to
show that we are trying to raise
homeless awareness,” Kintz said.
Gilmore said she was hopeful
students would gain a new perspective on what it means to be homeless.
“They are going to feel what it's
really like,” she said.

High Power Promotions
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London junior Karinne Marcum helps erect the roof of her group’s cardboard shanty Wednesday night. Shantytown, in its 21st year at WKU, is an overnight event that allows students and
organizations to participate in activities designed to simulate homelessness.

Cardboard Jungle
Students simulate homelessness at Shantytown
By MICHAEL MCKAY
news@wkuherald.com

COOPER BURTON/HERALD

Building services attendant Stacy Smith spoke during Shantytown on Wednesday night.
Smith was homeless for a period of time but now works at WKU managing the facilities
as a Building Services Attendant.

Stacy Smith, a Building Services Attendant
for Housing and Residence Life, has lived in
her new home for about a year.
Before that, Smith and her family stayed in
a shelter in the backyard of a friend’s house
after being evacuated from the building they
were renting.
Smith’s new home was built by Habitat for
Humanity.
“I never thought we would be homeowners, and now we are,” Smith said Wednesday
at WKU’s Shantytown, an overnight event designed to simulate homelessness.

Smith said that volunteering for Habitat has
given her an opportunity to give back to the
community.
“We have always wanted to do something
in our community and we never knew how,”
she said.
Wednesday night’s event allowed Smith to
share with students and campus organizations
her experience with homelessness.
WKU's 21st shantytown started at 7 p.m.
on Wednesday and ended at 7 a.m. Thursday.
The Residence Hall Association organized
the event with Housing and Residence Life,
the Alive Center and Habitat for Humanity.
SEE SHANTYTOWN, PAGE 9

WKU grad creates YouTube series Wellness manager
settling in at WKU

By SIDNEY BLANFORD
diversions@wkuherald.com

Opportunity has yet to present itself to WKU graduate Marcus Steele, who now has his own weekly
YouTube series, “After Hours.”
A spring 2011 graduate, Steele holds a bachelor’s
degree in Broadcast News with a minor in Theatre
but still struggles to land a job.
“I want a job that has the professionalism of news
broadcasting, but where I can also have that creative
aspect of the entertainment industry,” Steele said.
Steele has applied all over the nation with stations
from MTV and BET to smaller local networks.
“Jobs are just hard to come by, and (broadcasting)
is a hard job to find without the right connections,”
said admissions counselor Audrey Fowler.
Fowler and Steele met when they both became
Spirit Masters in 2008, and it was Fowler who really
helped set “After Hours” into motion.
“I suggested that he start recording himself interviewing random people and sending that in with his
applications to help show his experience,” Fowler
said.
The two worked from there and, as a result, Steele
has produced five episodes of “After Hours” — four
of which are now on YouTube.
Lucinda Anderson, Director of Special Events,
met Steele during his first Spirit Masters interview
back in 2008.
“What a novel idea to showcase other’s talents
versus just doing a YouTube show on himself,” Anderson said.
In attempts to gain more real life experience, Steele
said he has created a show that incorporates both professionalism and creativity that strives to “showcase
young people’s talents, hobbies, and amazing stories.”
From a roller derby admissions counselor to a hopeful musician, Steele is using “After Hours” to benefit

CONTACT: NEWS 270.745.6011

By KATHERINE WADE
news@wkuherald.com

himself while also helping other people get noticed.
Currently, the show airs every Wednesday and has
since Sept. 5, 2011.

Out of 62 applicants for the job, Wade Pinkard was
hired as WKU’s new employee wellness manager earlier
this month.
Pinkard, who has a Bachelor of Science in Health,
Physical Education and Recreation from the University
of North Alabama and a Master of Science in Wellness &
Fitness from Middle Tennessee State University, started
at WKU on Sept. 6.
Pinkard said health promotion has been his passion for
many years.
“This is a new challenge because my experience has
always been in a corporate setting,” he said.
Kathryn Steward, assistant director of health education,
said WKU began to search for a new wellness manager in
the spring. A search committee, which she chaired, narrowed down the applicants throughout June, and then began conducting phone and on-site interviews in late July.
Steward said WKU made the decision to offer the job
to Pinkard because he was qualified.
“In his past employment he had multiple types of employees, which in a university we also deal with,” she
said. “All of those different types of employees have different needs, and he understood that.”
Steward said it was clear that Pinkard would be passionate about the job.
“He really blew us away in his presentation interview,”
she said. “He was very prepared and had done a lot of
research on our organization. I was impressed all the way
around with the preparation he had done and his overall
experience.”

SEE SERIES, PAGE 7

SEE WELLNESS, PAGE 8

JOSH MAUSER/HERALD

WKU alumnus Marcus Steele resorted to an alternative
method of getting his name out in the broadcast world by
creating a video series on Youtube. Steele wants to give
undiscovered artists a chance to get noticed on his broadcast called “After Hours.”
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